
CREATE YOUR CRITERIA: Before you begin searching the database of NEA Micro- 

Credentials, decide what you want from this experience. Do you hope to grow in a 

new skill? Do you want to demonstrate expertise you have already developed? Does 

this effort need to be combined with other professional growth plans? Write down 

your criteria as they will narrow things down as you search the database.

GATHER CHOICES: There are many, many micro-credentials available. Decide how 

many you'd like to consider.

SIT A BIT: Take a few days to reflect on which micro-credentials match up with your 

professional focus and passions.

SEEK ANOTHER PERSPECTIVE: As those close to you and your work their thoughts 

and input. A trusted colleague or mentor might have just the perspective to help you 

make your final decision.

SHARE YOUR CHOICE: Sharing a decision with someone always makes it feel more 

official. That accountability can be helpful in getting us in motion. Shout your decision 

from the top of the flag pole!

REMEMBER: You can always change your mind! :)

BEGIN WITH THE END IN MIND: Relate this to backward planning. 

READ CAREFULLY: Make a conscious decision to re-read the submission guidelines for 

your chosen micro-credential. Read every word carefully.

PRINT THE GUIDELINES: Sometimes reading on a computer screen doesn't allow the 

tactical interaction some need to process information.

USE ACTIVE READING STRATEGIES: For example, circle the parts that need more 

clarification. Underline the parts you understand. Highlight the parts you already 

know exactly how you'd like to answer.

STUDY THE RUBRIC: Your submission hinges on your ability to provide evidence 

according to the standards outlined in the rubric. Seek help if you are unclear on any 

part. 
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SCHEDULE BENCHMARKS FOR YOURSELF: Each component of the micro-credential 

will require time and effort. Map out your tasks. Schedule deadlines for yourself for 

each portion of your submission. Stick to your timeline!

DRAFT YOUR CONTEXT BEFORE YOU GATHER EVIDENCE: This strategy will help you 

focus on the exact skill you must demonstrate to earn the micro-credential. 

GATHER MORE EVIDENCE THAN YOU NEED: If you're required to submit video or 

audio evidence, gather numerous samples so you don't end up disappointed.

ANSWER ONLY WHAT YOU ARE ASKED: You have a lot to say. You're brilliant, after all. 

Truly amazing things are happening in your classroom and school. However, you 

must resist the urge to share more than is required. Answer only what you are asked. 

You have a tight word limit, and don't want to waste any words on anything outside of 

the requirement.

SEEK A CRITIQUE PARTNER: One of the best ways to find a critique partner is to offer 

to critique someone else's submission. Another eye is always helpful. Be sure to ask 

specific questions for feedback. Think about what you need from the critique. And 

don't forget to find a special way to thank them for their effort.

GIVE IT A REST: Put the work down for a few days, and revisit with fresh eyes, mind, 

and heart. 

North Dakota United has support available.  Sign up at MyNEA360.com and join the 

group NDU Micro-Credential Support. Here you can communicate with others 

completing micro-credentials as well as people who have been through the process and 

can provide you with feedback and suggestions.  
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